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7. DESCRIPTION :
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™ Excellent " Good X Fair ] Deterioroted ] Ruins {1 Unexposed
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR!GINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The stones were located beginning at the Baltimore courthouse, spaced
one mile apart and placed on the north side of Maryland Route 144
primarily, but found also along sections of Route 40, Alternate Route
40, Maryvland Route 165, and "“cenic 40" west of Hancock.

Owned by the state of Maryland on the edge of the right-of-way they
are completely accessible to the public.

Dimensions of the stones vary from section to section. Generally

they are about twelve inches wide, eight inches deep and project about
thirty inches above grade. The distance of the stone's facing the road;
"38 M to B'" (38 miles to Baltimore). The other three faces bear no
inscription. The stone material also varies. The first thirty-nine
stones are of Baltimore gneiss from the Ellicott City area. From West
Friendship through Frederick to Boonesboro, the material is quart:zite,
plentiful along the Monocacy River. From Boonesboro to Funkstown, a
very white limestone was used and also a different stone cutter whose
lettering is very distinctive. West of Hagerstown, the stones are of
a grey limestone. Sixty-nine stones remain on the route.
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INSTRUCTIONS
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

These milestones mark the original route of the old National Pike from
Baltimore to Cumberland, Maryland.

The Baltimore-Fredericktown Turnpike Company was franchised by the state
in 1805 to construct, maintain a 1 collect tolls on sixty-two miles of
toll road from Baltimore to Boonesboro, Maryland. The first tollgate
was opened April, 1807.

Jonathan Ellicott, President of this company, was instrumental in

having three other turnpikes formed which extended the road over the
mountains to Cumberland where it met the federally funded National Road,
opened in 1818. A group of banks, mostly from Baltimore, provided the
capital for the construction. This made possible overland transportation
all the way from Baltimore to St. Louis with the result that through the
Cumberland Narrows passed over half of the emigrants and freight of our
westward migration in its early days.

It is significant that Maryland was the first of the mid-Atlantic states
to finance and maintain its roads with the turnpike system, and the
method quickly spread throughout the eastern seaboard.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
~valuated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

o] State [}
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National
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: F NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

Orlando Ridout, IV

Title

State Historic Preservation Offl

Date March 14, 1974

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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)
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Number 9. Major Bibliographical References Continued.

Scharf, John Thomas. Chronicles of Baltimore. Baltimore: Turnbull,
Brothers, 1874.

Number 10. Geographical Data Continued.

State Code County Code
Maryland 24 Washington 043
Maryland 24 Allegany 001

Number 10. Geographical Date.
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Long.76° 47!
Milestone 20
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